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Shalom

The webbing together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, fulfillment, and delight is what the Old Testament prophets call shalom.  We call it peace, but it means far more than mere peace of mind or cease-fire among enemies.   In the Bible shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight- a rich state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder as its Creator and Savior opens doors and welcomes the creatures in whom he delights.

We are now fallen creatures in a fallen world.   The Christian gospel tells us that all hell has broken loose in this sorry world but also that, in Christ, all heaven has come to do battle.  Christ the warrior has come to defeat worldly power, to move the world over onto a new foundation, and to equip a people – informed, devout, educated, pious, determined people – to follow him in righting what’s wrong, in transforming what’s corrupted, in doing the things that make for peace. - Cornelius Plantinga
Course Description

This course will cover the entire Bible in its study of this important idea. Beginning with Genesis and moving systematically through the entire bible following the story of shalom from its creation, its fall, its redemption, and its final restoration. Throughout the course the setting and meaning of the word “peace” will be analyzed in terms of the following interpretive factors: history, sociology, politics, economics, geography, literature, linguistics, art, and theology. 

This course will require a large amount of initiative on the part of you, the student. You will be expected to study the assigned biblical and course texts in advance. These readings will provide the foundations for the class lecture and discussion sessions. If you don’t prepare, you will be left behind in the discussions.
This course will also consider the contemporary expressions of the theme of shalom. We will be asking the “So what?” question. If the Bible gives us a certain portrait of the theme of peace, what difference does that make for how we are to live and work for Shalom in our world. Through this multi-pronged approach to the class, the Educational Principles of Whitworth College will be explored and developed through our common study of the Shalom theme.
Educational Principles:
1. Knowledge

· A solid grounding in the liberal arts and sciences

· An understanding of the Christian faith and its implications for liberal arts learning
2. Skills

· Intellectual, Relational, Professional
3. Faith and Values

· Response to God

· Response to Others

· Response to Creation
Upper-Division Option
The upper-division option requires that students read and discuss weekly together the book by Miroslav Volf entitled “Exclusion and Embrace” with a T.A. At the beginning of the semester please submit a list of open weekday evening hours when you could get together with other students to discuss the book. Students should be advised that this book’s content is both very challenging and very rewarding. A reflection paper on Volf’s idea’s on exclusion and embrace, written to Volf in the form of a letter which will be sent to him,  will be due at the last discussion session.  Having more than one absence from the weekly discussion groups will result in an automatic 20 percent reduction in your paper’s grade.
Service Learning
Through coordination with the Teaching Assistant for the class, a regular service learning opportunity will be provided for the practical application of shalom through service.  The opportunity and requirements will be explained at the first class session.  For students who choose this option, the service learning component will comprise 20 % of the final grade.  
Students will note be required to write the final integration paper (100 pts.) and their reflection papers will each be worth 30 instead of 40 points.  (30% instead of 40% final grade).
Special Needs

Whitworth College is committed to providing its students access to education.   If you have a documented special needs that affects your learning or performance on exams or papers, you will need to contact the Educational Support Office (Andrew Pyrc- x 4534) to identify accommodations that are appropriate.   
Required Course Texts: (listed in order of use in the class)
1. The Faith in Action Study Bible. You will find this text to be a lifelong resource for biblical study and thoughtful action.  It is full of helpful articles, maps, and charts. Whenever a biblical reading is assigned students will be expected to read all of the surrounding tables, articles, and individual book introductions as well to increase understanding of both context and application.
2. God’s Big Picture GBP (Vaughn Roberts)
3. Message of Creation  MOC(David Wilkinson)
These two books will provide theological guidance for the daily assigned reading in the scriptures.  There are specific bible studies and commentary that will accompany the mandatory bible reading.  

4. Journey Back To Eden (Glen Scorgie)

This book will guide us through the discussion of male-female relationships, providing a historical overview of the biblical development of this essential theme.  We are essentially created to be in relationship with God, each other and the world.  The “each other” part of the web will be considered in this book.

5. Engaging God’s World: Cornelius Plantinga. Dr. Plantinga writing specifically to college students takes the reader through the biblical story of shalom from creation, fall, and redemption to the application of the story to a vocation in the kingdom of God.
6. The Land (WalterBrueggemann)

Everyone lives somewhere, in some specific place with specific characteristics.  This book will consider the land of Israel as a a gift, a promise, a challenge, and a threat.  We will see how this theme provides continuity and discontinuity in the development of the theme of shalom.  

7. Good News About  Injustice (Gary Haugen)

This book is really two books in one.   Parts 1 & 2 discuss the biblical emphases on injustice and the human responsibility to be able to act against injustice and for the oppressed.  Part 3 provides a case study application through the life of Gary Haugen, the founder of International Justice Mission.

8. Jesus I Never Knew (Phillip Yancey)

This classic takes a look at the life, teaching, and ministry of Jesus through fresh eyes, helping us to see Jesus in untypical and yet extremely powerful ways.  

9.. Living in Color: Randy Woodley. Pastor Woodley argues for God’s love and shalomic delight in creation’s diversity. He explores how Christians can think biblically about culture, race, ethnicity, and reconciliation.
Grading


Points

Percentage
1. Shalom Summary Paper
100

10%

3. In Class Writes (20 X 5)
100  

10%

4. Shalom Lifestyle Paper
100

10%

5. Exam # 1


200

20%

6. Exam # 2


200

20% 

7. Reflection Papers (10X40)400

40%





1000

100%

Extra Credit- Students will be given a number of opportunities for extra credit during the semester. Special events and visiting lecturers that are relevant to the course content will be periodically announced. To receive extra credit you must attend the entire event and reflect (one page, single spaced, 12 point font) on the content of the experience and its relevance to shalom and your life. These papers will be rewarded a maximum of 10 points.
1. Attendance- Attendance will be taken randomly with in class writes (20 in all) that call on students to reflect on the day’s biblical reading of texts, articles, and comments to insure that students are prepared for discussion.
2. Shalom Summary Paper- The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate the students grasp of the full biblical story of the creation, fall, redemption, and final restoration of shalom. Students must explain in their own words the biblical story and the primary implications for those who choose to follow the story as a way of life.  Full credit will be earned by good organization, clarity, grammar, punctuation, and most of all effective integration of numerous course texts, lectures and key themes. The paper is to be at least four pages in length (no more than six), double-spaced, use normal margins, and use 12 point Times New Roman font, OR
3. Shalom Lifestyle Paper- This is a continuation of the shalom story paper. In this composition students are given the chance to reflect on how the course texts, lectures, and themes might have an effect on their future lifestyle and vocation. Some questions asked and answered within this paper might be, how will these ideas affect how the student approaches their future job? their purchasing habits? family life? friendships? church involvement? community service? political decisions? Full credit will be earned by good organization, clarity, grammar, punctuation, and most of all effective integration of numerous course texts, lectures and key themes. The paper is to be six pages in length (no more than 8), double-spaced, use normal margins, and use 12 point Times New Roman font.
4. Exam #1 Will cover the key content presented in the Hebrew scriptures section of the course. A review sheet will be provided.
5. Exam #2 Will cover the key content presented in the Christian scriptures section of the course. A review sheet will be provided.
6. Reflection Papers (10)

- One page 
- Single spaced
- Times New Roman
- 10 point font
Weekly reflection papers will give students the chance to reflect on class themes, texts, and contemporary issues. 
Tips for getting a good score:
· Read the paper topics very carefully

· Students should do there best to briefly reference and interact with class discussions, reading materials, and biblical passages throughout the paper. We are looking for informed reflections. 
· Papers should be professional, clear, concise, grammatically correct and well organized.  

· Student are not expected to agree with the material only to reflect thoughtfully upon it, critical thinking on these authors is completely acceptable. 
· Long introductions and quotes waste valuable space for reflection. If you can “cut the fat” you will have more space to make a more compelling point. 
· When referencing the texts students need to provide the page number in parenthesis, including the author’s name with each quote is only necessary if it is unclear from context. 

I refer you to page 16 of the 2005-2007 catalogue, and the current Student Handbook, where guidelines on plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are spelled out.  Any form of dishonesty in any assignment will lead to a zero on the assignment, and I reserve the right to give a grade of F for the course as well.
Course Schedule
Date
Lecture 

Assignments Due
Readings Due

F/A Bible Due 
2/1W
Syllabus and Introduction






(read all book intros

and surrounding 
articles and notes)

2/3F       Shalom Story Introduction



GBP 13-26
2/6M
Shalom Created




GBP 27-36

Gen. 1-2
2/8W
Shalom Created




MOC 15-61 

Gen. 1-2
2/10F
Reading Discussion
Reflection Paper #1
Scorgie



2/13M
A Whole Fall




GBP 37-46

Gen. 3
2/15W
A Fallen Society



               MOC 62-78

Gen. 4-11
2/17F
Reading Discussion
Reflection Paper #2
Plantinga 1-100
2/20M
Shalom in the Exodus



GBP 47-74

Gen. 12-22











Ex. 1-18
2/22W
Shalom Laws







Ex. 19-23
Lev. 25-26
2/24F
Faculty Development Day



No Class- Shalom!
2/27M
Shalom in the Nation



GBP 75-87

I Sam. 8 
II Sam. 11-12











I Kings 1-12

3/1W
Shalom Warnings
3/3F
Reading Discussion
Reflection Paper #3
Brueggemann
3/6M
Shalom Indictments

3/8W
Shalom Visions







Isaiah 52-53











Jer. 29-33 
Ezk. 36-37
3/10F
Reading Discussion
Reflection Paper #4
Haugen

3/13M
Shalom Poets




MOC 79-113

Psalms 8, 19, 48











            10, 72, 85











             96-100







3/15W
Exam Review








3/17F
Hebrew Scriptures Exam
3/20-24  Spring Break 
3/27 M
Messianic Expectations



GBP 89-106

Luke 4 
Matt 5-7
3/29 W
A Humble Entrance



GBP 107-122

Luke 1-4 



Matt 1-2
4/1 F
Reading Discussion
Reflection Paper #5
Yancey 1-3





4/3 M
Shalom Redefinitions



MOC 113-139

Mark 1-3, John 1

4/5 W
The Kingdom of God
Reflection Paper #6
Yancey 4-8, 13

Matt 13 
Mark 8-10
4/7 F
Shalom Sovereignty



MOC 140-166

Mark 4:35-6:12











John 4, 7:53-8:11











Luke 8:1-3
4/10 M
Shalom Stories







 Luke 10-21 
4/12 W
Shalom Redeemed
Reflection Paper #7
Yancey 10-12, 14

Mark 11-16
John 13, 20-21
4/14 F    Good Friday




No Class- Shalom!
4/17 M
Shalom Evangelism






Matthew 28 
Luke 24

Acts 1-6 
4/19W
Shalom Community






Acts 7-28

4/21 F
Reading Discussion
Reflection Paper #8
Woodley 1-9
4/24 M
Shalom in Paul







Ephesians 1-2











Galatians 1-3










Romans 9-13

4/26
Shalom Barriers 













4/28F
Reading Discussion
Reflection Paper #9
Woodley 10-15
5/1M
Shalom Completed



GBP 139-152








MOC 217-270

5/3W
Shalom and Vocation



MOC 167-216
5/5F
Reading Reflection
Reflection Paper #10
Plantinga 101-150







5/8M
Exam Review

5/11
Christian Scriptures Exam (1 PM)
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