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   “To sense the sacred is to sense what is dear to God.”

Abraham Heshel

Purpose

The overall purpose of this course is three-fold:

1) Practice the Presence of God through meditations and a sacramental approach to the ordinary,

2) Explore, Experience, and Express the Gospel message using various artistic modalities,

3) Examine a multi-sensory, post modern approach to worship

Objectives
1) To know God more deeply,

2) To investigate and discuss relevant texts,

3) To develop and demonstrate individual and collaborative projects in various art languages for the glory of God,

4) To glean from guest artists’ expertise and apply that knowledge,

5) To extend the classroom to a service learning environment in the community.

Method

This class is designed to activate and integrate sensory awareness, worship, and the arts.  The professor will provide insights and exercises in practicing the presence of God, and will assist in facilitating individual projects and collaborative efforts.  The texts will provide overviews and perspectives into Sacred Arts, worship, and living sacramentally.  The essays, questions cards, and projects will offer participants opportunities for unique expressions that contribute to the process.  The guest artists will share their testimonials and sacred art ministries with subsequent suggestions for “lab” assignments for the students to explore individually or collectively. The service learning component will provide a rich environment for students and community participants to co-construct projects of social relevance and symbiotic interaction.


This course necessitates the student to embrace the challenge of viewing and experiencing God and worship beyond the parameters of the conventional.

Required Texts
1) Windows of the Soul, Ken Gire, CRC Pubns; 2nd edition (1997)
2) A Space for God: The Study and Practice of Prayer and Spirituality, Don Postema, CRC Pubns; 2nd edition (1997) 

3) Eyes to See Wholeness, Doug Adams, Educational Ministries, Incorporated
4) Art, Creativity and the Sacred, Diane Apostolos-Cappadona  (optional)
Requirements
1) Read all the assigned texts at assigned times.

2) Opening Parables – Drawing from the ordinary to communicate a Kingdom insight, each student will construct three parables 2-3 paragraphs in length.
Ex:  “Consider the lilies of the field…”      (10 pts. each)
                         “Behold the mustard seed…”


3)  Journal Writings (in class) – Every Thursday, students will take five minutes  

      to reflect on that week’s presentations and insights.     (40 pts.)


4)  Windows of the Soul question cards – Students will write three questions per 
 
      assigned pages that will be later used by students to facilitate group 
  
 
      discussions. (six sets of questions).  Seventh set of questions may be written 
 
      on any remaining chapter of the book that you choose.  (40  pts.)

5)  Write Nine Essays                  (90 pts.)


      Text:  Eyes to see Wholeness – (Six essays)


      Using Adam’s text as a springboard, design one artistic “offering” (in 
     

      written form) for each celebration for the Christian Calendar:




 - Advent       due :  3/3



 - Christmas             3/9



 - Epiphany 
        3/16

                         - Lent                      4/6



 - Easter                   4/13



 - Pentecost              4/25
Text: Space for God (three reflection papers) – due: 2/23, 3/7, 3/14. Students will write one reflection paper per assigned chapter.  Paper should include your personal response to the writings and exercises suggested in the text.

                    Note: Please limit the length of these essay papers to one page, single  

        spaced or two pages double spaced.  Make 2 extra copies of each for peers 

        to read. Staple papers together.

                   Service Learning Component essay:  20 pts. 


       Double spaced, four pages in length. Times New Roman 12 (more details to 

        come).

6)  Midterm –  We, as a class, will brainstorm ideas to create a pertinent 

RESOURCE for ministry and the arts. We will commit to a good work ethic towards that end, and will be amazed at the results!    (60pts)

(More detailed information will be given  prior to the assignment).  due: March 28
            7)  Collaborative Projects – Multi-sensory, post-modern culminating worship service (more detailed instructions given in project handout).        (100 pts.)

Students will collaborate in groups to design different portions of a worship service. Groups will have the freedom to incorporate any of the sacramental and artistic elements experienced and studied in the course to be presented in ways that can be received by all of our senses.  The entire class will then share their multi-sensory, post modern elements in an actual church service. Date and place TBA.   Mandatory. Attendance.   Presentations due: May 4th
             8) Summary Paper (To be discussed later)  (20 pts.)  Two single spaced pages or four double spaced pages in length. 
Papers and Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the assigned due dates

Late Papers or Projects

I do not accept late papers or projects.  Period.

Plagiarism  

          Plagiarism occurs whenever anyone attempts to pass off as one's own work, either orally or in writing the words and ideas of others. Plagiarism most often occurs in those  projects that require independent preparation (outside of class): although it can occur in an essay examination, this is not the usual form in which the violation takes place.

           Plagiarism can be either inadvertent ( a failure to understand the responsibility for acknowledgment or the means by which acknowledgment should be made) or willful (a conscious intent to deceive the reader).

          The first offense of plagiarism will result in a failing score on the assignment. A second offense will result in a failing grade in the course and a report of the violations to the Educational Review Board for their action. 
Attendance

Due to the culminating nature of this course, coupled with the group collaborative dynamic, regular attendance is essential. You may miss two classes (freebies).  Your grade will be affected by any more absences. (Exceptions will be made for serious family emergencies, verified illness, and school-related events.)  We have much to accomplish in class, so please be on time.  Two late arrivals will equal one absence.

Extra Credit

Extra credit points may be earned by attending various arts in Christianity concerts, exhibits, or lectures and writing a one-page response or critique.  “Babbette’s Feast” (the movie) and accompanying questions are built as extra credit in the first two weeks of class.  Ten points are awarded per event and paper. Total extra credit allowed-30 pts.    All E.C. papers due by April 27.
Evaluation   -   400 

The total points will be added together, and your percentage will determine your grade.


93-100% = A


90- 92%  = A-


87-89%  = B+


83-86%  = B


80-82%  = B-


78-79%  = C+


73-77%  = C


70-72%  = C-


68-69%  = D+


63-67%  = D


60-62%  = D-

~ Parables                                                                                30 pts.

~ Nine essays





             90 pts. (10 pts. X 9)

~ Journal writings                                                                    40 pts.

~ Six three-question sets on “Windows” 


 40 pts.

~ Midterm project





 60 pts.

~ Collaborative projects



           100 pts.

~ Summary






 20 pts.
   Service Learning                                                                   20 pts.
Schedule of Due Dates:

Papers ( see previous page)


Midterm project      Tues. Mar.28  


Collaborative projects Thur. May 4


Multi-sensory worship service:  TBA




           

    
Guest Artists
Date:   2/7              Frank Comito              Cuisine                              “Taste and see the goodness  
                                                                                                                        Of the Lord”
            2/28             Ric Bensen                  Acting/Dramatic Reading   "the Book of Acts”
            3/9               Amy Miller        
         Creative Process                “In the beginning, 



                                                                                God created...”
            4/4                Dorothy Fowler            Sculpture                          “Mold me ….” 

            4/11              Troy Reit                      Audio Engineering           “Shaping music to 

                                                                                                                 become socially                           



                                                                                         relevant…”
            4/18               TBA
Materials Needed:

Journal notebook, pen/pencil, anticipated tools for your artistic modalities.  Wear modest clothes that are comfortable to move in.


“We always know when Jesus is at work because He produces in the commonplace something that is inspiring.”                 

Oswald Chambers

“Earth is crammed with heaven, 

 And every common bush afire with God;


 But only (one) who sees takes off (one’s) Shoes;


The rest sit round it – and pluck blackberries.”     

                                                                                     Elizabeth Barrett Browning
 

.

Summary Paper
1) What have you learned about yourself?

2) How has your view of God, worship, and everyday life changed?

3) Which artists most challenged you and why?

4) Was anything ignited in your views/or heart?

5) How has your “ministry tool box” expanded?

