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ABOUT THIS (NEW) CLASS
Welcome to the first Whitworth course on vocation!  You are part of a pilot project: a program on calling or purpose in life that we hope will offer you a rich foundation for your own life direction.  How do you figure out your own skills and passions?  How do you think about your role in (and commitment to) your community?  Your church?  Your family?
During this term, we’re offering an opportunity to hear from people who have considered issues of vocation as they’ve gone a variety of life directions.  We’ll also read and talk together about matters of vocation from a theological perspective, and consider challenges to traditional views.


ABOUT OUR FOCUS
Here are our goals for this course:
· We will hear from people who have thought about their calling or purpose in a variety of areas of life.
· We will challenge each other to think through each person’s gifts, passions, skills, purposes and commitments.

· We will read and discuss matters of theological significance: discerning the will of God, considering a Reformed perspective on vocational issues.

ABOUT THE TEXT
Schultze, Quentin.  Here I Am (Now What on Earth Should I Be Doing?).  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2005.
ABOUT OUR TECHNOLOGY
This class will use the Blackboard intranet program.  Logon from the college website http//whitworth.edu/ and you will find announcements and other helpful information.

ABOUT OUR SCHEDULE
          WEEK 1 (1/31): Convocation

 
WEEK 2 (2/7): Introduction to the course.  We want to provide opportunities to think about your vocation—in work, family, church, community and the world.  We want also want to frame issues of vocation along categories of gifts, passions, skills, purposes and convictions.

Introduction to each other

A walk through the syllabus


“10 things you need to know about interviewing”

· Read Schultze, chapters 1 (“Listening to God”), 2 (“Participating in Renewal”) and 6 (“Flourishing in Communities”)

· Write a one-page reading summary, due 2/14
            WEEK 3 (2/14): Vocation and one’s COMMUNITY.  We’ll hear from an alum who’s involved in civic life, who will reflect on what communities need from their members, what difference it makes to be a Christian and to see community participation as a calling, how you can be involved.  (What gifts, skills, passions, conviction and sense of purpose have guided them?)  And of course, there will be Q & A.

             WEEK 4:  Application: Participate in a community service project, write a one-to-two-page reflection paper.  (What gifts do you think you could bring to community service?  What skills do you have and what sense of life purpose might guide you?  What matters most to you (passions) and what convictions do you hold regarding community service?)

· Write a 1-2 page paper on your community service experience (due 2/28)

                                                           

             WEEK 5 (2/28): Vocation and the WORLD:  We’ll hear from a panel of people from around the world as they talk about their home countries, how they understand the meaning of “citizen of the world,” what the American church can learn from other cultures.  Q & A.

· Read Schultze, chapters 3 (“Succeeding Wholeheartedly”) and 4 (“Caring 



Responsibly”)

· Write a one-page reading summary (due 3/14)

             WEEK 6: Application: Share a meal with someone from another culture.  See what you can discover about his/her experience in the U.S./at Whitworth, and what life was like before coming to this culture.  Write a one-page paper on what you think it means to be a citizen of the world.  What skills, gifts, etc., can you use on a global level?   

· Write a one-page reflection paper on what it means to you to be a citizen of the world (due 3/14)                    

            WEEK 7 (3/14): Vocation and the CHURCH.  Church leaders share their views of the church, reflect on the different roles people play there, what the church needs from its members, and how you can be involved.  (How did they discern gifts, skills, passions, convictions and purpose that led to a sense of calling to the church?)  Plus Q & A.


SPRING BREAK: 3/20-24

            WEEK 8: Application: Attend a service at a church that’s different from one you normally attend.  What do you experience that’s different?  What can you learn from this other church?  Write a one-page paper on what you think you might be able to bring to a church?  What skills, passions, convictions, gifts and sense of purpose may help guide your involvement?

· Write a one-page paper on what role you hope to play in a church community (due 4/4)

            WEEK 9 (4/4):  Vocation and the world of WORK.  Dr. Bill Robinson, president of Whitworth, will talk about work as a calling, how he discerned his own sense of call, how to prepare for a meaningful career, what difference it makes to be a Christian in the workplace.  There will also be time for Q & A.

· Read Schultze, chapters 5 (“Celebrating Leisure”), 7 (“Loving for Good”) and 8 (“Offering a Legacy”)

· Write a one-page reading summary (due 4/18) 

             WEEK 10:  Application: Interview a person in an area of work that interests you (may be on or off-campus).  Write a two-page paper on what you learn about (p. 1) that person’s vocational journey through work and (2) your own gifts, skills, etc., and where you might be able to use them through employment.

· Write a 2-page paper on another person’s calling lived out through work, as well as your own  (due 4/18)

            WEEK 11 (4/18):  Vocation and FAMILY--Guests will reflect on their family lives, how they think about family life as a calling, how they’ve made family decisions, when they’ve needed support, where they’ve found help.  Q & A.

            WEEK 12: Application:  Spend time (perhaps have dinner, if you can get an invitation) with a family other than your own.  How does this experience help you think about the kind of person/spouse/parent would you like to be?  What are your passions and convictions as they pertain to family life?  

· Write a one-page paper on your sense of calling to family life (due 5/2)

            WEEK 13 (5/2):  Small group conversations with faculty members you’ve been working with for the term.  Process the semester…What have you learned about your own sense of vocation?

ABOUT GRADING:  This course is graded on a Pass/No Credit basis.  

Pass:  That means that if you do what is required you will pass and earn one credit.  Pass will not impact your GPA.  
No credit:  No credit will be given if you have more than two absences or fail to do one or more of the application assignments or papers.  
Course assignments






Checklist

Reading, assignment: Schultze 1, 2 & 6



_____ 


Paper on reading, 2/14




_____
Reading, assignment: Schultze 3, 4



_____ 

Paper on reading, 3/14




_____

Reading, assignment: Schultze 5, 7 & 8



_____


Paper on reading, 4/18




_____

Service project






_____

Service paper, 2/28






_____

Meal with person from another culture



_____

Paper on world citizenship, 3/14




_____

Church service






_____

Church paper, 4/4






_____

Interview







_____

Work paper, 4/18






_____

Family paper, 5/2






_____
Class attendance






_____
ABOUT OUR POLICIES 
Attendance is essential.   

Statement on academic dishonesty, and possible penalty for violations:
Please note that we take extremely seriously the college’s policy on the need for academic honesty in all your work.  We refer you to page 16 of the 2005-07 college catalog, and the current Student Handbook, where guidelines on plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are spelled out.  Any form of dishonesty in an assignment will lead to a zero on the assignment.
Special Needs:  Whitworth College is committed to providing its students access to 

education.  If you have a documented special need that affects your learning or performance on exams or papers, you will need to contact the Educational Support Office (Andrew Pyrc--extension 4534) to identify accommodations that are appropriate. 
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